Resolution 2026-012

A Resolution Authorizing the Police Chief to Conduct an Investigtion
Regarding a Township-Issued Cell Phone Assigned to the Fiscal Officer

The Board of Trustees of Franklin Township, Franklin County, Ohio, met in person in a
Regular Meeting at 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 8, 2026, at 2193 Frank Road,
Columbus, Ohio. The trustee marked below made a motion for the adoption of the
following Resolution:

X Trustee Fleshman [ Trustee Blevins [ Trustee Fuller

WHEREAS Franklin Township, Franklin County, Ohio provides Township-owned equipment,
including cellular telephones, to Township officials and employees for official business

purposes; and

WHEREAS in July of 2023, a Township-issued cellular telephone was provided to Fiscal
Officer Linzie Justus for official Township use only; and

WHEREAS, in or about July 2025, the Fiscal Officer was directed to return the Township-
issued cellular telephone in order to exchange it for a newer model; and

WHEREAS, as of the date of this Resolution, the Township-issued cellular telephone has not
been returned to Franklin Township; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has a fiduciary duty to safeguard Township property and
ensure accountability for Township-owned assets; and

WHEREAS the Board of Trustees finds it necessary and appropriate to authorize an
investigation into the location and status of the Township-issued cellular telephone.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Franklin
Township, Franklin County, Ohio, that:

1. The Franklin Township Police Chief is hereby authorized and directed to initiate and conduct
an investigation into the location, possession, and status of the Township-issued cellular
telephone assigned to Fiscal Officer Linzie Justus.

2. The investigation shall include, but not be limited to, determining why the cellular telephone
has not been returned to Franklin Township since July 2025 and whether the device remains in
use, lost, damaged, or otherwise unaccounted for.

3. In the event the Township-issued cellular telephone is not returned, the Police Chief shall
document all investigative steps taken, findings made, and relevant communications related to
the matter.

4. Upon completion of the investigation, the Police Chief shall provide a written report to the
Franklin Township Board of Trustees detailing the results of the investigation and any
recommendations deemed appropriate.

Adopted: January 8, 2026
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to
this Resolution were passed in an open meeting of the Board, and that all deliberations of this
Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in a meeting open to
the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio

Revised Code.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall be declared an emergency and be in
full force and effective immediately upon its adoption.

The following trustee marked below seconded the motion:
[J Trustee Fleshman X Trustee Blevins [ Trustee Fuller

Roll was called for the adoption of the Resolution, and the vote was as follows:

Fleshman: [XIYES/ O NO Blevins: X1 YES/ [ NO Fuller: X1 YES/ 1 NO
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Truste€ John Fleshman

Trustee Mlk%

rustee Brenda Fuller

Adopted: January 8, 2026




